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England, before some extreme and decisive resolution
might be taken. I then came home to write this
letter, I enclose the paper. The measure you will see
is not a half one, and you will not complain at least of
not being supported. Stout as the whole proceeding is,
it is nevertheless deliberate, and not the dictate of the
first heat and agitation excited all over Europe by the
event to which it relates. I had settled three points as
right. First, to speak strong truths to the Emperor
on the nature of the transaction, believing that he
may probably hear them from no other quarter; and
whatever may be the degree of his displeasure and re-
sentment against me, I will be answerable for its doing
him good and leaving a horror on his mind of doing
a weak thing again. Secondly, to protest against the
measure for our own honour and for the satisfaction of
our allies. Thirdly, to throw away the scabbard with
Lehrbach. I was encouraged by reflecting that I could
do no harm, since it was physically impossible I could
act from instructions, and everything is open to our
Government that they may think prudent. If Lehr-
bach does not retire, I do, of course. Even if he should,
the Emperor may retain personal soreness, which may
require a change in this mission. I was and am aware
of all this, and my resolution has been taken with
these consequences before me. I cannot yet venture
to predict the result; but my grand motto is not to
despair. I am even disposed to hope in this instance.
[f this empire is still saved, it must be confessed that'it
is out of the fire.'
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